Introducing NU Skill Shops 

Niagara University Library created NU Skill Shops to facilitate varied training that supports faculty in their teaching and staff in their organizational work. 

The calendar for upcoming NU Skill Shops can be found here. 

Screencasting Techniques: Tuesday, February 20 @ 2 pm
Jaclyn McKewan, Outreach Librarian, will demonstrate some free screencasting tools including Jing, Screencast-o-matic and CamStudio. We'll practice using each of them and compare their features. We'll also look at ways to use screencasts with instruction, and best places to publish the videos.
"What Research Says About Learning": A Conversation with Vermette about Schwartz: Thursday, February 15 @ 3:45 pm (or close to it). 
No time to read the book? Dr. Paul Vermette will highlight key points Daniel Schwartz makes in his book, "What Research Says About Learning" (2016). The discussion will look at proven approaches to learning and how teachers can use them. It will be interactive, engaging maybe useful…and perhaps even fun. 
Ad Astra, An Overview: Friday, February 23 @ 10am
Mike Jeswald, Director of the Center for Conferences & Events, will present a hands-on overview of Ad Astra covering the following:
· Logging into Ad Astra
· Checking room availability
· Requesting Events/Rooms
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Evernote: Wednesday, February 28 @ 10 am 
Jaclyn McKewan, Outreach Librarian, will demonstrate how to use Evernote software to be more productive and organized by storing all of your ideas, notes and information. In this hands-on workshop, we'll look at the various ways of collecting and recording notes, and how to organize them with tags and notebooks. Bring your laptop so we can install the Evernote client software and practice with it.
Kahoot (online): Thursday, March 1 @ 12:30 pm
Do you want to play a game? Melissa Langridge, NU Library's User Education Coordinator, and Olivia Welch, Instructional Support Assistant, will demonstrate Kahoot in this online workshop. Kahoot is a user-friendly tool that is used for easy classroom assessment. 
Ease Into Excel: Wednesday, March 7 @ 9:30 am
In this workshop, you will learn how to format worksheets for usability and visual appeal. It is part of the Ease Into Excel Series of stand-alone workshops aimed at users who understand what Excel is but who are not fully familiar with its capabilities. David Schoen, Library Director, will demonstrate how to work with with large lists in this hands-on session. Coverage includes:
· Cell Basics
· Modifying Columns and Rows
· Sorting & Filtering Data
[bookmark: _s9hefrq0ykhd]Using Startup Company Simulation in BUS: Thursday, March 15 @ 12:30 pm
Do you want to play a game? Melissa Langridge, NU Library's User Education Coordinator, and Olivia Welch, Instructional Support Assistant, will demonstrate Startup Company in this online workshop. Startup Company is an online business simulation that can be used by students as a way to apply business principles learned in your course in an online virtual environment. 
Introduction to Basecamp: Friday, March 23 @ 10am
Basecamp is an easy to use online hub that facilitates team communication and project management. Library Director, David Schoen, will introduce you to the six core tools of BaseCamp in this hands-on workshop: 
· A Message Board for posting announcements and updates. 
· A Campfire chat room for quick casual chats with the team. 
· A Schedule for posting deadlines and milestones. 
· Automatic Check-ins to get insights from the team on a regular basis.

Designing Posters for High-Impact Communication Using PowerPoint: Thursday, April 5 @ 3:40 pm
Through examples and discussion Dr. Robyn Goacher, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, will help you determine what makes a research poster successful. Participants will learn about design, effective use of graphics, and audience engagement. Bring your own laptop or use one of lab computers for individual assistance during the second halo of the session. 
